viii	GUJARATA AND ITS LITERATURK
It has given birth to promising creative tendencies in
modern literature. It also includes amongst its achieve-
ments the literary output of Mahatma Gandhi, and the
emergence of Gujarata on the stage of world politics and
literature. What to do with myself, while writing about
this period, was the most trying problem of all, and T am
indebted to my friend Dr. I. J. S. Taraporevala for coming
to my rescue with a chapter, which, perhaps, does me
more justice than I deserve.
In the book itself I have restricted myself io a descrip-
tive and critical sketch of the literature of
Changes	every period on the background of its histori-
cal setting, but modern Gujaratl literature
or its future possibility cannot be properly understood
without realising the great change which is daily coming
over the life of the province or appraising the forces
which are bringing it about.
The history of Gujarata records the interplay of two
factors: (a) the individuality of the GujanUIs expressed
through a consciously directed group life; (b)
^Factors the influence of the culture which, originaliug
with the early Aryans, has maintained the
homogeneity of Indian life and the continuity of its tradi-
tions for the last three thousand years. To the fnr.t.
Gujarata owes its outlook on life, its social forms, it:;
language and literature, and the urge to remain a single
social organism. The second has created forces which
stimulate and unify its collective impulses impelling it to
find a greater self-fulfilment in the corporate life of
India,
These forces, in the ultimate analysis, can be traced
Geographical t0 the geographical determinants of (Juja-
Determinants rata: its natural frontiers and its soil. Pro-
tected by the sea on the west, by the sands
of Kaccha and Rajputana on the north, the Aravalli, the?
plateau of Malva, the Vindhyas, the Satapudfls and the
Sahya Ghats oa the east and south, its rich 'alluvial soil
has reared a race of men and women, soft and luxury-
loving and yet possessing qualities which maritime activi-

